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HERSHEY

The yeer 1949 gzw = remsrkrble ewekening of member participetion
in giving book reviews at meetings. The sbsepce of werring fretions,
the smoothly run meetings ¢nd the generesl interest in ectuzlly dis-
eussing thz common hobby, have led to some of the most interesting
the.t LASFS has ever hrd in its long rnd veried cereer. 4nd cbout time
tool All this hfs been spurred no doubt by the wrst emount of af and
ff thet is now eppearing between herd covers; e£nd the weekly reffle
8f some new or well known reprinted book hrs elso stimulrted the mem-
bers to get up and reslly give their opinions, The discussions thet
hzve followed theae book reviews hrve become n highlight now snd rre
eegerly swzited by the membership,

&
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L. mverett Zvens, slweys dependrble rnd willing to stert off eny
new idez thet will benefit the group, geve the first review on Merch
17, The book wrs A, yerritt's_§g4¥ of Ishter, with which most of us
#were frmilirer., But on heering sgein seversl of the berutiful des-
criptive prsseges £s rerd by Ev, interest in this old frvorite wes re-
kindled, ;nid of course there was the new, lovely edition put out by
tha Bordsan Publishing Compsny---z true lesbor of love, with Finley il-

lustrations £nd containing every word of the originel story es written
by Merritt,

Once in & while ¢ book comes plong that excites the iprginetions
97 £11 people, rnd if it heppens to be scientifictionel es.well,. we
ire indesd overjoyed. Such & book thest lepped into world prominence
%28 George Orwell's 1964, And when such & reviewer es Epg Konigsberg
got up snd told us th:t it wes = fine piece of work, we were impressed.
¥For Eph, by nature = debster, who crn evelurte the merits rnd short-
comings of £ work, and by treining ¢ fine sperker, grve us £ very resl



picture of the world £s it could become by 1964, Orwell's Big Brother,
who rules the world by e1l1 the opposite.zttributes thet heve been wrilt
ten for every Utopims,letches on to the scrrel soul of the chief pro-
tagoniet. Through his eyes you get € frightening picture of civili-
zetion 72 it might become, Eph wes very fppreciztive of the work end
comperel it fevorsbly with Arthur Koestler's Dirknese £1 Diwn. This
we 8 reviewed on Jjune 9th,

On August 25th, Freddie Hershey reviewed the book thrt she red
won the week before in the reffle. At her suggestion, it weas decided
thotthe lucky winners of the books give fr review of stme, 25 soon as
they could be reed. 3he L;dy from Veaus ty Gernett Rrdeliff wos re-
viewed 8 2 highly enterteining yrrn of £n uninhibited, young Venusicn
ledy £nd her trirls, tribuletions esnd sdventures in the 1lrnd of the
Egg-Eceters, (Kzrth). 4 very zlever story, in which the guthor shrewd-
ly rips to shredsour solemn socirl customs., A must for the fentesy
lover.

The meeting of Sept. 8th had two bhook reviews; e£n extemporrcneous
one by Zph, rnd the repcrt by len Loffett on the book he hed won, Eph
grve ¢ kighly entertrining few words on Willism Temple's Four aiggd
Irienglz., This new book is ¢ twist on the eternil trisngle, w0 men
Yove the srme womrnl. To srtisfy them both, & duplicrte ig mrde of the
women, Unfortunrtely, the originel grl only loved one of the men.

And lize the reviewer, I refuse to disclose the end. If you heve some
such problem, resd this cnd you will,......

Len then geve his opinion of Summer in by Peter Wertin,
Thies story of the future gives r picture 01 two distinct types of co-
existing civilizetions, One is r hepdy, scientifie, highly techno-
cretic ond Utopien society, =nd the other wer torn ¢nd full of ketred, °
Everything that hee ever been written rbout future civilizations
seems to heve been tossed into this book, end rccording to Len, 1life
must heve seemed as confusing to the hero ns it 4id to him, The gim-
micks include printed on ciothes, food orgens, snd & Little Brether
who rules the wrrring fections, The hero's coming precipiteted the
two worlds into conflict, If you cers how it pll crme out, I'm sure
Len will be gisd to lend you his copy.

Forry Jckermen, whe of lste hes been content to sit by rnd give
the newer members ¢ chznce to spesk up, finelly broke down end gzve us
¢ review of Mex Ehrlich's The £ Eye. While he thought thst the book
wrs 1light on science fiction, he found the story well djone, . huge
plenet, which conteins # lrrge creter in its center thet mekes it look
like » giznt eye, ie rpprorching Errth, end docm hengs over the nrtions,
Were cease snd g1l efforts asre bent to combine tslents rnd ebilities
to forstrllthe disester., The rerctions of the common people to the
coming crtestrophe meke up the better prrts of the beok, In finish-
ing his report, Forry told us not to ferr., The plenet took off for
other prrte rnd never 4id P4t the Barth., This £11 didn't heppen on
Sapt, 24nd, 3

ind with » succint vit stinkse” Eph dismissed Arthur Leo Zrget's

even Qut of Tgﬁe. However he went an ta give £ rrve reviews of Robert
revels Beteh the lUothwind Rige, .  This rrdicel deprrture in stories
for Crrves concerns the pien Utopia of lew Crete. A modern dry men



is .brought from the Cretzn pest (The lrte Christiecn Brr). Between his
desires to lesrn of the mores rnd rorrls of v 1lrnl vhere the *hire
Godidess is worshipped, znd the trcutrle he hrs with the verious women
zrouni, (one z reincerrnztion of rn old Brrth flrme) the hero mincges
to cruse guite r series of disturbrnces, The writing wrs described cs
brillisntly setiricerl rnd the story r fiscinoting zllegory. HEHighly
recocrended, y

Oa Yov. 10th, Zph fgrin wis not +ble tc contrin hireelf it ad xose
to deliver three pore reviews, The first wre L. Ion Fubbird's ping
er, which consists of three short stories, one new fnd the other
two reprinted, The rew t;le hre the typierl Fubbsrd touches snd is
the story of ¢ young college misfit, rescued ty ¢ new Groupn, who sud-
denly finds himself the heir rpprrent ot the entire sol:r system. As
Bph arys, "It's 0ld het sud trite, but Tubbsrrd rrkes it interesting.”

The second wre Dr, lieller's Eo culus, 71d E£ph considers it tke
best work thct Keller hes ever done, Ghe Dook is not considered a
true novel by the reviewer, but more of ¢t exposition, 4 retired duc-
lor, using in 0ld formulr, ind :saisted by two supernstursl helpers,
crectes ¢ biby prrthenogeneticrlly. The doctor's strong belief in
succeeding in his rttempt to rccomplish thie fert is the theme of the
bogk. Thrt is: if you belleve. in : thing strongly enough, it ern be
tccomplished, Lph srys he experlenced ¢ feeling of gentle ple:rsure in
rerdiang tkis 1lrtest work of Dr, Keller,

The lret report thrt he give on this d:te wie rnother rrve re-
view on George Stewirt's 3;;%;_5&;% . The story ie of men's decline
end his rttempts to rise cgein, %%e this hes been dcne miny times,
never hre it been done so zdmirsbly sn1 with suchk rttention to detril,
The writing wrs lrbelled rfs m-sterful, the chrerrcterizetions .rs superb,
The most minute dets ils rre cerefully presented rad the struggles of
the pitifully few remrining humras, sfter r diserse hes wipeli cut most
of minkind, rre explrined from the sociologicrl, psychologic:l #nd

ecologicrl viewpointe. “It is”, Fph srid, “unquestionrbly one af the
finest books thrt hrs come out this verr.* '

The stme evening Dot Feulkner geve r short review of the book
thet she nhed vion the previous week., Her guickly told but humorous re-
port hed ths members howling. According te Dot, John Cﬁ;strirg--ﬁg:ce
Detective by renk Belkney Long is a series of sprce detective stories
for the cdolescent, so therefore she, who is merely sixty, engoyed
them very much, The villirns of the stories seem ta ke vrricus forms
of extrz-terrestrirl plrnt life, rnd in her words lel to ¢ lot of
"men va, vegetrble". EBut she wrs hrppy rerding it, We rra now trying
to errrage for Dot to win rnother book scon, Zer review wrs terrific.

As the urge to tell :bout the lrtest booxs they hrd rard grew
upon the menmbers, rnd becrme :in'importint prrt of the weckly meetings,
1t wrs Inevitrble thrt reviews would pile up when meetings sceduled
for scientific trlks rnd other business left insufficient time, Such
wrga the cese for r couple of weeks. On MNov, 25th the d¢m broke locse
:nd there wrs 7 veritcble resh of book resumes, This is suite of the
fret thrt Tph Koafigsberg wee not present rt the meeting. “7hrt better
proof thrt the 4iscuseions of sf pnd ff books hri grown to become rn
rccepted pgert aof LASFS nmeetings<?



Fredii= Hershey, heving rerd Zarth Lbid tfter the ungur~liified
recommend: tica1 ¢t ¢ previous mesting hestene ]l to essure the rest aof the

members thit it wes well worth the reeding. She suggested thet coples
could be obteinei from Forry for 3.00 rund was r bergein et thet price,
She went on to review lfelson Bond's Sxiles of Time rnd expressed regret
thzt en zuther thst hns turned out such well written works in the pest
hirl seen fit to publish such - miserrble book., It wes Tull of hrek-
neyed siturtions, poor dislogue, sterotyped chrrreterizesticns rad the
gimmiczed plot helged very little, The trle itself is of 5 group of
people Irom veptly 1ifferent welke of life who r1e gimmicked iato the
pest, Thers they rerct rccording to their l-tter dry chrricters fnd
pley their prrte in seeing the destruction ef the civilizetion thrt wes
Lenurir.

Sperking of gimmicks ledl to ¢ spirited discussicon on thet frvor-
ite girmick user, Robert Heinlein, gnd both B. E. Bvins :nd Deve Fox
$:ve their interpretrctions of the fine use Feinlein put gimricks to in
The Red Plrpnet. Other ruthors rnd their rbility to use the gimmick er
new twist were rlso discussed for ¢ while,

iecnwhile Rick Snerry hed ta elt prtiently by to give his report
on & book thr-t he hrd won: The Lorming of tha Lmfzons by Owen Jchnson,
This is ¢ drerm sequence story rnd Rick reportel thet it wis pretty ian-
consequentirl, The herc, in 1929, hrs ¢ discussion with ¢ doctor
friend sbout suspended rmimrtion brought rbout by freezing. Upon srriv-
ing home he finds his wife ¢nd friends hrving ¢ spirited discussion on
womrn suffrege, The combianztion, fresh in his mind, corflesces to form
the dreem, The hero is frozen, rwrkens on ¢ flosting hospitrl, end
finds thit the world is now run by Amrfzons. A wir in 1984 hed Jjestroy-
el most of the mrle pcpulrtion end now every 25 women heve to zhire one
mcan, Cuite r world, reccording to Niick's excellent review,

Dave Fox, ecn :ssocicte member from Glendrle, who doesn't gel
lown ¢s often ;8 we would like to see him, finished off with #=n imprcmp
tu trlz cn Silverlock by John yers iyers. This unique book is in the
n-ture or ¢ continurl puzzle., The hero, : very ordintry fellow of on-
ly evercge intelligence, hi:s : series of :dventures. 1In these he comes
in cont=ct with figures from hiastory rnd some Irom well known fictionsl
works, Fe glso visits mythiesdl rnd historierl plrces, Throughout he
te un:were of the identities of the chrr:cters, whose nrmes rfre not
told, but clues to the rerder rre given in the ionverartions, Deve
2dmitted thrt he hrd not beecn successful in identifying =11 of them
yet, tut wrs enjoying the grme immensely.

On Dec. let, Hel Brrhim, rn occesziontl visitor to the c¢lub, snd
7 suthor of western rnd detective fiction, crme down rnd geve & re-
view of the book thrt he hrd won : few weeks p:st, His impressions of
hdmund ndiilton's Ster ildngs were mo st interesting to the group, €s he
comprred the sprce opersr with the horse opers, uJnfortunstely the book
wrs not the best one he could heve gaotten for such ¢ purpose, but he
srys he 1id enjoy the trle, . 3

When Frnk Bichner becrme s membex not 8o long, £go, We Xnew we
xnew we hed been fortunste in reguirying on crtist of the first wrter,
but scrrcely suspectzd th-t we hri slsc lrtcked on to_such r"terriflc
nrtur:1 comedirm. Those thrt misigeq his frbulous review of jurrsy



ILeinster's The t Fee ip. Helf perched on the Director's trdle,
¥enk told us his trle of woe in following the story, Among the few
items the reviewer {this one) got throughout the hesrty lrughter were
the following: The hero wes ¢ bsd boy in ¢ world of moleculsr beem
trensmission., ifter being punished by the queer srrey of punishments
that preveiled £t thet time, he trkes off in on old relie of ¢ spzce
ship s#nd proceeds to get lost cmong the verioue grlrxies. Henk chrsed
him £ll over hell £nd gone, lost zs wes the hero. FHEls recitrtion of
the worlds visited wes £ hilrrious one, He cnded by seying thet he
wished the hero hed steyed lost the firat time rround,

S0, in the future, with the exemples given in the prst for guid-
snce, there is no doubt thet the coming reviews will be of greet in-
terest to rll the members rni guests, who zre rlweys welcome to at-
tend the meetings.

Uny 1950 be rn interesting scientifictionel yerr to you ell.

Lat L)
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I would like to follow EEE!'s design for
an editorial with this issue too but I can't
pass up the credits for this issue as this sub-
jeet practiczally encampasses the whole c¢lub,
Reninding me greatly of the old Clifton days
of tha club when we used to gather at Russ
Hodgizins place on Sunday all of the bslow
listed porsons were on hand to help stenell,
vrite and design this issue, lly thanks to
then one and all f'or their cofforts in making
this a truly all=LASFS publication,

Walt Daugherty=-Editor
1305 Vlest Ingranam
' Los Angeles 14, California

E. E+ Evans
Bill Peterson III
Alan Hershey
Fraddie Hershey
Len loffatt

Dot Faulkner
Audrcy Seidel
Hon . Seidel
Porr{ Ackerman
Charlea Sirmpson
Rick Snearm -
Ira Rosen




coxs esp 0
7 | Arrvr . Cox

W hat!s going to be presented hero is, in its omm iay, rather
unique; I'll got down to business, This is mostly a retraction.

On‘ilareh 13th, 1947, I gave a talk before the LASFS, vagucly
csitiad, "Concerning ESP?, Not-only did I have the misfortune to glive
- v duu, %o pile injury on insult, it vas published in Charlecs Burbce!s
1LASESY magazine, §Q§gg£i:;}é;£3;ﬁg, 37« {It was about this time
vhau FILls infamous articlo, wnich shall be namcless bat whose initials
wcre, oddly cnouzh, WHIT LAéFS“, appeared; at the time, I was dis-
mayed by the publicetion dates of his and my essays becing so close but
now Ilve come to rogard it as oddly appropriato,)

For some time I'd bocn intercsted in vhat has come to be called
Mextra-scnsory perecption®, iy talk centercd around my MeaglYy oXporie
monts and vast nuimber of speculations on tha subjeet; but the nuclicus
of the precscntation was a "psychic cxpericnco' I had had some fow years
previously, 1942, to be cxact, (That is not the dato which was implicd
in the t2llt and articlo but chronolegically, also, it was all SkAFUcd.)

I'11 tell it here as I might have told it then though in much
bricfer form: M.,.I was twelvo or thirteen. A situation arose wharc
my youngor brother and I had to be "boarded out"., An advertismont
wes placaed in ons of the local newspapers. I made a prophcey that shc
lady (wc assumecd it'd be a woman) vho answerced the ad would be tall,
have derk hair which sha did up in a bun, live in a two-story houso,
ard that hor name would bo Evelyn, Two women angworoed the ad: one
fitting it cxactly.”

This waan!t tho first timec I!'d told of this incident; I'd proudly
recounted it several times before; just after the ovent toolk placc. I
bceams knoun as a "boy with second sight.!

¥han the article was published in gri-L'Affaires I read it
and rceicved a mild shock of surprise becamse I Gidn't romember telling
it in the form it was precscnted thero. But thore was 1ittla doubt that
they wore my own words. Actually, the "mild shock" was merely some of
my own doubts jumping about on tho surface., I took a form of action
vhosc purposc was rationalization, I wrotc a leotter to Ly motncr and
brother (who were living some few hundred miles nopth of Los Angoles)
stating in succinct form the story and asking them both to sign it, as
onc would notarize a statcment, A low days lator I rcoeioved it oack,
signed. (I still have this) So, at loast, they remembercd tho statee
lments. I wasnlt satisficd. A fow montha later, my brothcr came south
to stay with me and I questioned him more closaiy about the subject,
Briefly; Vell, he didn't romcmbor it hzppaning, but we had all talkod
about it a greoat deal at tho timcess

That was thatl



Somc minor spcculations about what the answeror of the ad would
look lika...much convorsation,..oclaboration,..and falsification of
mcuory., (As far as I know, my mothor to this day "romcmbers® the roe
marlzable propheey.) It ia a familiar procoss:  Tho confusion of two
happenings-«tho filling in of a gaDesee

This was tho falsc=to-fact basis of my talk and artiele; the rost
of it can bo discountcd as over-cmphasis and rationalization. ' (Paga
35L,5 & 5% arc not so bad: The "gamc~axperincnts? talked about in
taom arc to the best of my knovwlodge and memory-~Ifve cihiocked soma of
them-~-factual, But then, so what-~ they mcan little in themsolves.
And mzny of the spcculations are bascd on nonscnsc=assumntions.)

This,- of coursc, raiscs a lot of cucstions in scveral arcas.
Those con't ba gono into hore beocausc of spacc~and-time limitations,
k1w, others, Some of the spceial aquestions rising from this incident
&0 28 vo the velidity of moat statcmonts of cxpericnce along "psychicl
linss and means of determining theoir validity. (this docs not nogas-
sarily imply that I consider all or 'most such cxpericnece to be of @ho
samc, or similar, nature to mine.) -Are there pceculiar personality
cnaracteristics of persons vho indulge in theso solf-falsifications?
Moro immaturity, "ncurosis®, parancid tindencicseea?

Thesc arae cquestions-vhich aro being ans'rered and will be answored
in ceming ysars; I, also, will bo investigating a2long thesc lincs.
Perieps throe years from now, I'1l have still differcont attitudes
tovurd the SU.bJCCt.l .

Ilever tho sanc rivers I111 lot you know,
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THZ LASFS CLUB RCOM AS IT 'WAS QUITE SCIE LITTLE TIIE AGO » QUITE *
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SoULHTE THEITRERSHIP

docause of the nan;” requests raceived by the L.A.S.F.S.

we are now ompening the membersnitr rolls to. associzte member-
suips.  The wdar, w5 nresenced at a recent neeting and vassed
by the sroup. The mehurstin is nece 4w il-ble nrincipzlly for
two types of fans, Ther: rre many local fans vho sre “unsble to
attend meetings regulardy but desire to kezp in touch hivh the
Society 2ni renleve the club publications. QOutiide of Scioh-
ern C~lifornia there are fans fros 211 over the couw.try who
have reiuested: 1nfcrﬂation on joining sSO....Eeras t'cu cre,.

Aaorociate memberships are 1.0 nar vear plus 354 for
eacn meeting attendea. Taiy a0t tles the associate member
vo all publications oi the Los Anjelcs Seignce .43y Scelety
and notices of all ppecial meetings,

Sen? vour dollar today to

Lo An:nles Sciaorce rrntasy Society
1305 VWest In~chkm
Los Aneles 14
C~lifornia

$1.00 »1.00 . Ar ) are 10 2.« 00 2).00 21,07



LET°S CEE ASSOCIATED ¢

Here is just one of the comnents we have received on the new
associate nembership offer made by the Los Angeles Science Fantasy
Society ¢

UT think the offer of associate memberships in the LASFS fulfilis
a long felt needs At least for me. -Frankly, I believe that your
organization is the best of its kind; and-if my application is approve
ed, I'll be proud of the fact that I, too, can say that I belong to
the LA3FrS| Sincerely, - Charles Loa Riddle ®

Wn y don't you send in your dollar today and become a member of
this 15 year old organization -- Yes, welve becn having rezular
weetd ngs each weak for 15TEARSY J01n the list below today and rew=

cieve ycur membership bundle by return mail which includes your memw-
barsh ip card, stationery, and a full yecars subscription to SHANGRI~
LA, Heare are the new ASSOCIATE HEMBERS ¢

Eugene J. Allen Earl Robinson

Lea F, Baldiin- Patricia C. Sherman

Wral Ballard Paul Trent

William Berger: - T. E. VWatkins

Elbert G eorge Burns George Weiss

Ed Co:: Winne A, Everett

Patricia G. Crossly Stanley Woolston

Hal Curtis Richard Young

Roland H., Disnington Vaughn Grecne

lrs, Jane L. Fisher Bill Venable

David L. Tox Albert Hernhurter

Guy Gifford Beverly Doe

Clare Vinger Harris Don bicore

Louise E, hilliard Don J. Nardigzi

Arthur Louis Joguel, II Rogor tlelson

Artfour Levine Vol Liolesworth

Ii’iuh Lorraina Dr, Herry Segal

a0, He licllodld Jonne lianlon

Exwin €, Haek William D, Xnapheide

a5, Bhoda Farshall Weyman Robinson

Danicl Rs lieyers Bernard Tarshis

P. Do ity Filler Lionel G. Shelley

Hel R, Moore

Olive liorgan There you are -~ 54 of then,
Sam Hoskowitz And all it takes to add your name
Kris lleville to this list and to add to your
Bzb 0Ols en owvm fan rcading enjoyaent is to
Fred Cw en send your dollar now to:

Sz Peeplas

Robert C., Peterson Los Angd es Scicnce Fantasy So-
Arthur G. Putnan elety -~ 1305 West Ingraham - Los

Charles Leo Riddle Angecles 14, Califarnia,



Wonoer Wseo To Omewt

$3Y FORPY ACKERMAN

YES, back In I929 Sclence WONDER Storles used fo smell--but
{ mean Ythat I1l1terally and not necessarlly 11terarilys | don't know
whether it was the paper or the Ink, but the blg ole carly Wonders had
the prettiest stink!l Recently | got nostriialgle far a whitt of that
Wonderiul odor, and this reminlscent article 1s the result,

3 o

Gernsback had lost Amazing, and sollclited subscriptlions for & pew
«tf pub from hls coterie of readers. As | recall, vyou could get the
mag In advance ftor 12=-[/2c & copy, and, siaht unseen, | took cut a sub
far 2 or 3 years. He also presented a number of posslble titles for
vote (via circular) altho the name tinally chosen was a writz=lIn.

So one noon in 129, In San Francisco, | came home irom grammar
-chool 41or lunch, and ther2 walting for me, from the mornlna mall, was
the ]une--#l--SClENCE VCNDER STORIES. That seifsame lIssue Is at my
s1dz as | stenctl. On fts cover 1s a sticker stating forrast C. Ack-
erman. Thz "C" was not a lypoaraphical error but stood for Clark he=
tore 1t was rcplaced by the |=-no-period. :
The 4irst thing | noticzd a=-
bout the magazine, aiter observing Paul-my-favorltzls {ine cover, was

thz already menitoned "perfume™ of 1ts pages. As | =agerly lcated
thru the coantenls, my nose was Initiated to this allen odor, and ail |
can say is that it really scent mel Oldtimers, | am surc, wlil bear

m= out {if the newzr fcn don'F bzat them te 1t) that that smell was
something speclal.

wWell, so much for that...before you become nose-
ated by the pungency of the puas. The flrst Issuz of SWS was notablez
tor a couple af thinas. Thz story "Warrlors of Space” was a curlosity
becaus2, as was lcarncd later, Its scoguel] had alrzady been published!
As | recall, the przaviously publish=zd was a Munseyarn callad "The
wWorld In the Balance™. The story 1n #the Issuz that cavsed the real
controversy was "The Marble Virgin". Whzn a solid statue was brot to
{142, a storm of profest resulted In the readars! szctlon. Everybody
wantod to know about her lInsldzs; grantling the marve! ot metamorchos-
'na Inanimate mineral to anlmate enimal, what kEind of a miracle was
responsible tor giving a statue a brain, organs, et al3 Th2 author
ralll2d to his own defcnse, but | don't bzlievz he convinced anyonz—-
rally | don't.

En passant: - in the Introduc tory aumb2r a number of
priz2-winpleg 12ttars were publishzad on thz subject of Myhat Sciencz
Fi=+1lon Mecans to 'Az. MHonorable mantlon mss. ware publ 1shed from suck
chaps as Jack Williamson, Edw. E. Smith and Richard Tooker. William-
cnn tound sf a "tremzndous contribution to clvilizatlon™, Smith {eund
tn 1t an "uncoualled lure™, and for Tookzr It constituted food tor
" nsplration’.

The first Issuz had an 2xcitling announcementt A com-
panian magazine, AIR Wonder Sterizs, would bz l1ssued 1a a couple
weaks! 1P was always |lka this in the carly days eof Wonder: We |ivad
In & dzlightful dither of forecasts and §lashes—-next there was to be
a Sclence Wander QUAKTERLY...now Scientitlc DEYECTIVE Monthly would be



lesuzd..ea Scienc: Fletlon CLASSIC was avallable...the Science fictlan
SERIES was available,..a r2prnduction of a Pay! covar was avallable...
in fael, 1t the monzy wys avatlablz you could pick up a whalz stack of
jam First Edltlons at bargain prices, such as "Raloh 124C41+", "The
Earth Tube , "Last and First Men", "Juayle's lnvention” and maay an-
opther ‘classic rarlty of taday.

In the 3d lssuz Dr Kezlizr had an uyn-
vsval ‘story titlad."The Feminline Metamorphosis™, about a woman turnina
Into a man.or a man turning Into a woman, | torget which: at any rate,
as | saild In my spzzch to the LASFS, "You will note that this story
was wrltten a generatlion betore anybody ever heard af Francis Laney,”

o remark so obscure that | am atratd It will be understood oniy by

m mbzrs of the LASFS and 99% of fandom, and so | belteve | shal | omit
1¢ from the published 1orm. Concluded In the Issue was "The fadlium
Pool", the seriad that cstablished Ed Earl's Ropputation.

Interesting
in thz 4th aumber was "The Onslavah! from Venus™ §rom th= ¢ tandpolint
that It was by the crcatar of Buck Rogzrs and alco because a little
latar the story was serlallzed In a Lot Anqzlos newspaper.

The S5th
lssue of Gornsback?'s Stcllar Publlcatlion previzwed the cover of the
tirst Sciconce Wonder Quarterly, the i1t2rally aoldezn covzr that ple-
turad the German stem—rocket later to bz used as the lapz2] zmbliem of
the Sceience Flctlon tecaaouz.

~» "$300.00 for the bz2st short, SHORT Stary
wrlttzn around this picture” announced a clrcie on the cover of thz
Nov '29 number, which plcturcd a. couple of tlylnqg saucers abducting
the Woolworth Rldag and tha El¢fz| Tower., Editor Gernsback himsel{ can-
teibutaed "The Killing Flash", a 1400 word example of what he had In
mind, Fired with youthtu! enthusiasm, Master Forrest Ackcrman fage 13)
contidzntly compased "Thz Skyscrapzr Kidnappers" and submi¥tad the sure
winner. Is everyone herc tamliiar with a song callad "l've Been Waltl-
ing for Your Phone Call dor 18 Ycars"3
In thls same 6Fh Vssuc Dr Kz2l-
l2r's momorable "Human Tcrmites" was concluded, and as far as | know
the guestlon was first asked, "1s Keller o genlus or a foo!?" Two de-
€2d%. fater the taplc dees not szem to have bezn r2solved, altho Mos-
vra.172; Spancer, Ackecrman, Derleth and others have comz ocut In favor
et 2'iz2r, and McComas, Boucher, et autres, can't ablde hls works. |
curns tozw'a fan who hated storlzs by the good Doctor so that when hz
2. 1n an lssuz hc wouldn'ft read the story tn front of it nor the
- st fard
T Sklpping ahecad to the Mar '30 Ish, a 30¥ lncreasc in word-
092 was accompl lshed by a raduectlon 1n type. The Aprll 1ssyz carrled
onz ot my favorit: covers of all bime, a qorgeous oranaz sunsel aftalr
by Pauvl, plecturing a metalllclad man o4 the fuytura litzrally walklna on
alr. Cover 1llustrated a novel2t by an avthor latzr to become a col-
{aborator of minc frather the amphasls should b> the ather way around):
"An Adventurc in Time". (Thrz2c years later he wraots up, from my plot,
"An Expcriment w!th Time", which was published in Fantasy Magazlne,
a couple yecars latzr In newspapar form as "Into the Future", a few
yzars ago In revised torm as "The Time Twister! itn TWS, and lastly--so
tar--south ol the border in Spanish In tha MexImag fos Cuentas Fantas-
tlcos.) The Flagg yarn was anz that helped interest mz in Espzrante,
as 1fs people used the artiflclalanguage.
In the May 130 lssvz SCIENCE
FICTION WEEK was announced. Now comz2s the good part of the article,



as | am going to quote--verbatim-—with the especlal permisslon ot no
one In particular, Huca Gernsback's editorial for that Issve. FRemem-
ber that It was writien 20 years ago. MNote how It apoplies to today:

SOME TIME AGD, ane of our readers recuested that we desig-
nate-a week {10 be devotad to the presentation of sciznce ficllan
ta the public at largz.’ .

| 1t was 1n the mind of the originator of
the idea that, 11+ the '‘publlc at large would learn more about the
alms and purposes of sclience fiction, a tremendous fallowling
could be achioved, not anly for sclence fiction 1tself as an
ideal, but incidentally as a means of practical help to the pub-
f1e Vtseld,

Grzat and beneficlal 1deas ta the public have met
with oppositlon, cver slnece the world began. No mattzr how good
a new ldea, no matter how greatly 1t ts certain te banctit the
public--the gublic, as a rule, wli! have nonz ai 1§ In its Ini=-
ttal stages, altho the benetlits are apparant,

Yhen printlng was
orlginated, no one could sez 1ts grzat Importancz. Whan Fulton
invanted his stcamboat and Morse his tzlegraph, both were ridi-
culed: and so 1} was with thz telzphone, phonoagraph, motlon pic-
turz, and other impartant Invzntions thal make up cur.clvillza-
tlon.

1t Is truz, also, of science #tlctlon., Not only 15 sciencz
fictlon an l1dea of tremendous Import, but It Is to be an Import-
ant tactor in making thz'world a better place to |ive In, thru
educatlng fthe oublic to the possibilitles of sciznez and the In-
flurnce of sclence on l1fe which, zven today, are not apprcciated
by thz man In the strzzt, '

Th: averagz parson conslders science
something tao difficult ‘for him to try to understand, With this
mls taken idea, thousands ot peeple are endlessly sick year In and
yzar out, and dle, simply b2ecause of this 1lgnorance., Resplte the
tremandous advance of sclence, the world ls mantally sti n The

Middle Ages. 38

No onc can doubt, then, that sclznce flctliona=which
mecans thri1ilIng adventure storles based on future sclentiflc ach=-
lcvament: storles of trips to othzr plancts and adventures on
those worlds with strange civillizations; trlps Into the Interior
of the carth: stories of travels Into the future and the past;
all of these and more--1s a means of e2ducatina the public to the
meanlng af sclencc, as well as providing the most deliaghtful and
stimuylating entertalinment,

Talt to thz average man and woman a=
bout the most obvious sclentiflc achizevement of the day, and theay
wlll know [1#tl2 about tt, or thelr knowla2dae will bz so super=
$1clal that It cannot be used to assist them In thelr lives or in
bettering thelr condition. This 1s an unfortyunate situatton; and
whatzver can be donz to ractify it, will be 10 much of a gain to
the warld at large. :
{f every man, woman, boy and girl, could be
induced to read sclence flction right along, fherz would certain-
ly be a great resulting beneiit to thz community, 1n that the ed-
ucational standards aof tts pzople would be raised tremcodously.
Science fictlon would make people happler, give them a broader
undzrstanding of thc world; make them more tolerant. This 1s not



an ldle . .statement, but a truth which & moment's reflectlon wll]
gaslly reveal.

The purpose, then, of SCIENCE FICTION WEEK is to
Induce evzry true lover af sclence tiction to spend this allotted
time 1n educating iriends and acoua intances, and others, n the
merits ol science fiction. Coples of magazines featuring sclence
flctlon, such as Science Wonder Storles, Alr Wonder Storles, and
others, should be loaned to Iriends and acquaintances. Lletters
should be writtzn to them. Those accuplied In oftflces, stores,
factories, or attending colleaezs or schools, should call the at-

tentton of thelr co-workers to Scionce filction Week, make fthem
read a few storics to convince them that they have overlooked
someit\ng ot qreal Importance. {t has been proved many times that,

i¥ the averaoe man, who looks askance on sciznce tlection, Is once
persuaded to peruse a ftew of these stories, he salmost Immediately
becomes conver ted and reads scliencz t1ckion In pretzrence to al-

moast any olher torm.

A number of our readers have al ready volun-
tezred to lecturz on sclence flction to diftferent assemblles of
friznds and co-workers; while others have sent in tor thousands of
pos ters and stlckers? which our publicatlons are distributing to
sclence tfctlon tovers In all parts at the country. These posters
are put on dlisplay, to acquaint the puwblic with the Importance of
science flction.

But, even should you be too iate ftor SCIENCE FICa
TION WEEK, or 1f you have already made your effort durlng this
w2zek to acquaint the public with sciencz {1ictlion, remember that,
as a lover of this new form of story, you have the same mission to
fultill all year 'round,

[+ Is from these cefiorts, of you, the

ploneers, that sclence fiction will become thz mighty torce 11+ s
d2stined to be: and you wlll| then know that, because of vou, the
wor ld has bhecomz a better place to llve In.,

#These stickers and posters mus! De amonq the scarcest/
/1tems 1n all stefiana, as in 20 years of viewlng coll2ctorst/
7curiosa all over the country, | have never encountered an ex=/

ample of elther. When | s2nt for my s2!, | was intormed the”
7supply had been gxhaysted. -Fja’ End of Ediforial

Bah! Humbug! Since sienciling the abova, a wezk has passed; and
In th2z tnterim | have managed fo misplace my notes! | still have with
me a few of the magazines to which | ra2ferred during the course of my
talk, so Ik'!l have to |Imp along with them to the concluslion, Skip-
ping ahecad a ycar, | exhibited the cover ot the Feb '3 Wander, a Paul
for P. Schuyler Millerts "Dust of Destructlon®, the original ot which
1 raffled ottt at the ICCth meetlng of the LASFS, many vears ago. The

April]l lssue fcatured an article on Hugo Gernsback's hyonoblosconz, the
"laoarn=whlleeyou-slicep machlinz" on which we recently had a lecture.,
As tharz Is now not room {or i}, you will fortunately be sparcd the

quotation of a l2tter 1ram fhe June '31 1sh by the Sage of Old San
Franclisco,. Mastar Ackerman.

With conslderable coaxing, this article
couid b2 contlnued rather than concluded. Are anuf of vou out thzre
In. the audlence genuinely lInferested?



INTER-DIANETARY
ENTYMOLOGY

Taey snokc ¢f hiph adventure,
Beyond the stars to roam, -
I'n sick of this adventure,
I want to go back homel

On Juniter or Vcnus,-

Igazec cn uystie seas,

And cver in my ved at night
Thosc darn trans-spacial fleasl

I czt wvith Martian sand-worms
a-svimning in my soup,

While thru my doughnuis, spicers
Gaily swing and loop.

However vegetarian

These insucts sacm to be,

I cannot help but wondaor,

Just vhen thoyt!ll start on nol

~=Duval



[Ricevrs Mlagicar Pistol = AunDeL

Taoy ceme running down tho rozd, the old man ard the boy,
spurrad on by tko wolves heard in tho dietaneo. Tho howllng vwes
coning closer cviry minute, It had beoen a2 Ican wintor,; tho peck
would nct hesitato now to attack a mem, end they hied no weapons
w7ith which to dofond thomsolvos,

Tho village wre close, vory close row. They chould make 1t,
1t only,~- at tho thoucht cems the pz2in, tha eramps in the old,
erirplsd Yeg. Gramps stumbled, foll, Billy knolt by him, gacping,
half sobbing:

"Gramps! Gramps!. Got up, Gremps, wou Just got to get up.”
8111y's voizo broko. "Omly a 1ititle mors, and wc'll ba eafe,
Plesse, Graaps...

"I'1ll woaver make it, Filly, My leg's gong. You go om.
3ord pomoone back. I811 hold tnem off, somehow.”

"I will, Frnmps, T will." 3111y'c words came brokenly threugh
hls sobs, "Poru s my pistol, 7 magienl onG., fou take it. As
long as you're shooting it, I'll lmow you'rs okay." 311ly turned
and ran,

33111 will meke it, Grehps thought. But help could never get
bzeck to kim in timc. Grenps looked down at the tiny cap pistol in
“is nami, 3illy's megical gun, the ono Just 1iko Rex Tittor's,
thet could shoot five mmirad tinea without recloeding, and hit
somaetring every time!

3131y would bho listoning for the sound of shootinr, and tha
zhols mighti, Jjust rossibly, 3low the wolvas down for tha oexira
i=:3%9 necded for hrolp to.errive. Gremns sighzd, ralesd the pgun
slowlr pg the wolvaes burst around the cormer, E2z pulled the triggor
slowly on the ridiculous little cap-gun, pulled it agein =nd egain
until 2 dozen skots had rung ocut. Silly would heve reachad the
villepe by now. Yo dronped hia harnd,

Thov found him sittinw there Wwhen thay eazos down the road.
“alf-f'rozon, numb; ho didn" t seem to hoar their fuerios, Jjuat sat
,hero, looking in a dazod wey from tho .iny 1iitlo cap pistol
lying 1imply in his hand, to the twoelwe bip wolves lying rigid
in the roed.

e e e e e m———

LASES ELECTION

Tho scmi-ennuzl eloction of LASFS officers was held
Dac. 29, 1949. All officers wora unanimously re-glsctod,
Jean Cox, sacratary, hed to resign due to prossing night
work, Fank Zichner wes elzeted to replace Jean, Henk is
also our covar z2rtist for thls 1ssua,

For thoss who are not "4n tha kmow" tho officcrs ara:
Alen Horshey - Direotor, Fraddie Yershoey - treesuror and
Hank Zichnsr = Socretary.



b‘/ Con Rderson

At the tender are of eleven, Jon Paderson looked. fondly at his
precious Startlirn- 3tgrigs and socn had informed his oproofreading
agventh grade clasanates that he was golpe to be 2 blg namne sclence
fiction and fantasy author. With this griam convicilon he buckled
down to constructing eplcs of no less then coloseal nature. The
first of the not-quite-completed yarns to, roll out from under his
grimy pencil aassumed the insipid handle, Battle Ffor Venus' ., This
gruesome Pacific Tlrst bhegan thusly: :

Out across the mist of Malnon, Celvin heard the shrill
ery of g llarsh-loon echoing into the surrounding hills of
Venus, It was growing dark; only eight days or so left,
then it would bse dark for nearly thirteen dayas, excent for
the artificiel 1light from the reflectosphere in this reglon,

Mercifully, the qualification came, explaining that

The reflectospheres were gient globes in the siy so adjusted
that the ligcht from the suw would enter the raflectoaphere
at ome angle, then be Adistributed at any time, as thoy
stored ‘1ight, In this way an artificial day and night equal
to Zarth s and Mars' was created.

The etory wes divided into chapters, so obviously it was intended to
be come fraction of a'novel. The plet was basie! man atumbles thru
aite, finds inn, meets two ren, a girl, go to Crypt City, hunting
Bed Eoy (Dg;;}p), latter threatens to blow Vernur to rell, trans hero
an? two streisht men $et caught, escane, and had the atory run its
couree averyone would ve been happy and killed, respectively, Such
was the formula of "3zttle For Vermus".

S¢ Pederaon, never to be left out when the plots are dug gcrib-
bled on, There was soor a tiny morsel oslled (rittingly enuf) Shag-
gy ,» and the story is small, so 1t may he renrinted rerse:

BHACGY

8imilomr £miled thinly. Gazing from the mountainside
ha ¢ould gee trhe tribe of ignorant cave reorle teeming in
tke vplley. They 1lived viclous lives, destroying each
other in small oottiles, fearing the things they lmew ncth-
ing about, reverting to dlsorder at the thruet of a speer.
They were the people thet the two-nemed one found so in-
teresiing.

From here the cave peonle could be watched, but they



gould naver reaah the cleft stil]l fifty feet below if they
should iry to elimd,

Turning =iz head, Similon saw the two-named ona loocking
down at the cave dwellere. It waee wrat Arthur Ross had us-
ually done in the last two days, .

Similon turned and enterad the cave, 3Defore Him stood

. an immense open doorway that led to ihe Big Room, He passed
1dly througr and enta2red a sacond daor into his chambers,

Rops still stood leaning

againat the boulder, eyes 1in the
velley. Fis mind was somewkere
else. He was 8411l puzzled. His
pegt--up to two days ago--wag still
a blank. He kmew his name well
enough, but he didn't belorm here,
Not without a nast, His life before
--he must lxrow, :

There were strange lights in
the fog avar his mind., Ye was gaz-
ing et two which shone the brichtest,
One lignt symbolized where he had
coma from, Tha other--7

The other light secemed to cone
from 2 great castle or en 1sland on
tho sea of eternity. And in that
castle wae something that Ross musts
find, I% weg a being--a heing thet
had cast hin from one time and place
to the o*ner side of eternity. He
shivered as he thoucht of that crea-
ture, .4 hideous elimy thing that
wes 80 alien At wea maddening. Ross
called it--skaggy. .

The othsr eide of eternity., "het era thia was hose
didn't know. 3ut because of the cave dwellars Ross thought
it might bs thre begimming of humenity. 3ut Similon and the
othors--what of tham?

THat was how Arthur Ross interoreted it. It waa the
closcst he hed yot come to a memory.

Thz sun feded bzhind e layer of clouds. Thne heated
gerth vwelzsomed the ocooling shadow aleng with a feint vreeze
from over the mountein.

The abruptnass of the chenge dlsruptad Ross' thouchts.

Far beneath him the mountain tapered into the vellcy
vrore the eavemen carried on their day. Strange--they never
roticad thie place a hundred--maybe mors--yerds sbova their
.Berds,

‘At this point samething rust have disrupted Federson''s thouphts
as well, for the weird marmiscript enda. FHad it termineted with more
completeress, it would have beer elear that the fellow Similon was
one of a gang of hotrod deoperunrsra from 2 far palexy that hed once
infested earth, end the cavemen would have beer the missing linke, or
aomething. I'm sure, howevar, thst given the time Pederson would
have completed this asterling ploneer effort.' Fe nrobebly Jjust got
sick of it himself.

But nct for long. A similarly unfinished sto>y called "D1aves



of ths Silver Sun' soon reared -1ts ugly head, wherein someons finds
he 15 one person who is reelly.one from enother dimension. Neaat,

And 1ater, "World Beyond the Dream’ , wherein someome finds he 1a
one reracr who is really one from another dimension., Keerr.

And ‘here the pile of scrawled manuscripts before me ends, But
this did not imparil the author. ‘He got a shiny new typewriter,
which he promptly nemed Kuttner, and the stack in front of me 1s re-
rewed another foot, thia time in neatly typed, although painful pages.
So we Tind Bedaraon tiring of "Battle for Venus" and using a few of
the menes and such, His first reject was amr mbortion entitled
"Dreamer's Dawn", wherein a guy finds he 1s ons person who 1s really
one from another dimension,..more or lesa--really neat. This author
never 13 bad off fo> plots.

But this all changed with his masterpiece. ' Jday" was written,
and it involved a person wno 1s a whole aess of poople from a whols
mess of dimensiona. We go quantitative,

And while this was going on Pederson had discovered fandom, and
soon short atories by him vopped up. Hig own fanrag published three
of them, ttus gilving necessary pap to an author exposed to the toil
of crifarea. Thus an obviously big name sclence fiction and fantasy
author wes deterlorating his own stuff.

For no longer did he produce giories. Most authors painfully
put an idea of the plot in their mind, and forae the seitructure onto
paper, and with effort grind out 2 tiring manuscript. WNot Pederson.
Not Pederson. Hoe started with a title and then proceeded to entertain
the title, Since he would soon get stuck, he decided to have the hero
from another dimension, So after many of these he recognized himselYf
as having promise. But growing a wee bit older was his downfall,

Somebody told him how to plot, another showed him how not %o
chearacteriza, te read hie marketa. He studled other authors. He
worked on his stories. He bacame go obzessed with how to write a
atory, he becams introversal in his productiens. No lomger could the
reede © understand the stories. They grew cbtuserer end veguerer,
This was esc distressing he involved more and more the intricate manu-
facture of e masterpiece., It became futile,

Now ha has a large pile of paper upon which worda are written.
There is a typewriter bafore him and a blank lock on his face.

Ye looks at "Battle for Venus", and manages to copy: "The night
was cool and shadowy when Galvin awoke, and he strode along, rosted
and hungry.”

The crowning toush, A fittinz close to reflectione on & frus-
trated would-he author's efforts. He suspacts he will sell his type-
writer and buy a box of pencils and ten pads of paper, and retire him-
self to writing egzin,
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DOROCTHEA FAULKKNER

Vi is $he cuwl so much brighter this year?

Why ia the air so ruch clearer,

T..e outline oi the iiountains so Imife-shzarp?
‘le zirdg sing rore s'Uestl) than ever hefore,

An< at the secnt of the orange blooms I ~ro foint with deli-hil

the ent . Llomahter of the children

Rings 1like fairy bells onthe Iragrant air;

Vo love :ore ceenly, live more swiftly,

Cvar se=sss lteenly tuned to the ouickened nulse of life,
- . . L] L] L] L] - L] - L -

I, 1t b cruse we are livinz under the ver: YWn+? of Doom?

L AT cur aras w0 the blvs venlt of the sl
A s 'tmorl, it out ‘aensing hoti e Moy,

L% o0, day - perhaps Somorrow- or toemorrow -

Tio »o 41l come a flosh too hrircht for us to bear-

Too i Y% aven forr tie sun itaeclf to benri

Wi over our f hexds 1ill onen o vast awwmhrells of death,
3nargraing, Hoiline, churnin: -
T3 Son en;th =11 melt aum: benacsth our foct

An< tro-maall vanish in 2 monstrous asony

Toe t "exr tdth the world we murderad])



AN OPEN LETTER TO FANDOM 3Y HELENE MEARS

||ll-|

Today 18 an imegze with thumd
ard forefinger rinning along
tomorrow, and drewing i
Taut
ac a bawstring,”
Gon Federson

' Fow thin 1s the linre betwsen today, tomorrow and yesterdny?
ihen does today cease, tomorrew becin, or yesterday leave off? To-
dey, you say, is wherr we drepare for tomorrow.,.yesterdav, wo pro-
rared for today, and so or..,

I wonder...

+ Ir this rew year of 1950 A.D,, fardom etands on the threshold
of ‘greet promise, OCreat promise; mect virare, but hov deep doss it
g£02? > Thils new half-century will ees the droam, hope and 1ife of
ferdom,; an actumlity.  Science-fiction 18 no mors doomod to sIink
glong i the shadows, buriled in tha pulvns, spoken of in jJest--- 411
of u3 are aware of tha rew interest in 5-7, the publishing of bvet-
ter books, the accertance of the movie tradae, tne radio shows, to
ment}pn but a few of the advancemants. Whonopio, Hoorey, and groxt
fFura,

Hut whet about tomorrow?

What gbout fendom-of-tho-futuro? Wo laok into the yostorday
of ferdom, ard find tklat fans aro peoplo,..but poovlo of =z ansclal
sort, Tro kind of poeoplo you gra. Thkoy werge never hended mcdaln
for boing snoclal but you will fimd ir copious guentitlos, courags,
forcsight, friondYiness, intolligonco, and the never ceasing strupg-
gle to emrm ard learn understanding. Loyalty, too, mmd fatth for =
set, of idemls, Never blird faith but, rather, honest, open snd
franmk discussions, questlons untissitetinzly asked, unstintingly sr-
swared, to the bast of their combined 2bilitiles...mnd glwgys that
helping ried to the next suy. Fans mo longer hold bitter discus-
sloms about rerial tLoYerance, mester-raze, military-eoning—-they
accent man et each man prezente himsell, and togethsr, all of fan-
dom. by JTiving the 1ife itley believas in, hAas set am exampls of
man's worth,

Fardom-of-the-future w#w1ll have many strugglos, evotlighted by
the publie interest in 8-F, w11l be watched by meny aycse. Sora ag—
ger for Tegrmuing, some welting for ore false mova, sore lnterestad,
gomo amused; awzd, somc eghsct,...but gll Tooking. Orportunity
kroecksl Fere, or a silver platter is the chamee of~-what? A lifc-
time? Mores, indcod, it i1s ths chance of an erg-~tro chance to
provo, by Iiving oxample, that man cemn live with man, sharing, Join-
irg ard contributing toward a parfoctionmato goal of infinito emd
gucocsaful living,

Drew thiz erainet tomorrow'k bowstring, fandom, and ot fly in-
ko tha futuro,
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The night winds dovn in Cuba : OB AT
Sing a stranga and stormy tune Ueer s o

While bongos souné their voadoo rhythns
Touscrenade tho moon.

The throbbing of the bongos,
The glow of leaping flames

741] disappecar with dawmlignt,
But with noonglow, risc agains

vhon the full moon ovor Buba
Shods its strangely silver light
The tom-tons, drumbs and bongos
Will £ill the cuban night,
Daric hands, lean and supple
Beat out the dancing sound,
Wnilc tho bare fect oi the dancers
Match their raythms on the ground.

The flame=lit, swoating dancers:
Have tite grace of leaping fira,-
The grace of wind-blovm swamp reeds
As the blood goes surging hipghcer.

Golden eyes and flashing teeth
Shine in the firclit glow,

Ard softly calls the drumbeat
As the embers burn down low.

The thundoer of the hard baro feet -
Shakes the carth, as docs the drum,
And into the moonlit midnight,
The voodoo spirits conc,

But not to haunt or %torment,
But to join the dancing throng,
To eat out tho thunder-rhytiuin,
o0 sing the wvind-Ilowm song.

Whan tho full moon over Cuba.” °= ° "t

liakes the nidnight weired and brigat,

The gpirits join the danecing, -
In the leaping fireclizit,

-=Duval
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Ut WRIT SPHGE UPERRG!

by = Sverett Evans

I like Space QOperas! The more out-spread they ars; the biggsr or
better the gndjets they use, the more I 1like them. The tremendous con-
cepts of science and super-scisnce; the fer-flun: lines of battle with
their thousends or millions of ships; ths ever-mounting complexity and
astoundingness of ctneir weapons -- these are my imeat!l

I am one of those who still fzel sad at tha defzetion of John V.
Carmpbell, Jr., 1into the renks of the editors inztead of continuing as
one of the two out-standing writers of sapace s3ges. I feel the losa
occasioned by Doo Smith's having to swiork for a living so w2 can't have
one of pis yarns et least every ysar -- preferrably oftener. For these
two woerc the tops of all time -~ 'end I ea sure s8till ecould be 1f they
wishad.

I feed that JWCampbell has let us down in two vays -- not only by
quitting the writing of his tremendous sepics, .but by not making (or
letting) his writars write them,  and not printing them when they do.
I know he has an ocoasional one by Van Vogt or by #illiemsen, but not
those Sremendous tales built along the old lines,

. -Thig isn't just.a living-in-the-old-days fzeling. I read those
0ld yarns ovar end over, = and still gei as great a bang out of then as
I did thepn. They STRETCHE the imagination -- and thet's what I like a-.
bout Seience Fietion. Wo get nothing today to compare with the acope
of tho Arcot-Mora2y-%ade seriaes, or "Uncarteinty”, or "The ¥Mightiest
Mamhine" trilogy, the "Skylark™ trilogy and the "Lensmen" serics. No,
nothing liks those ars printed now .in ths magezines. And more'a the
pi%7l Loved thoss yernsi!!

Oh, “sure, I want better writing in my space operas than wa got in
those earliost apica, More reel cheracterization -- “rsal® paople in-
stgad of mighty mind-snd-muscle super-heroes, ' Science Fiction has now
grown up enough so that those things are th2 accepted litarary norm.

£ But just because we want our haroces and our villains to be "real"
peopla who.ecan end do aet logiomlly and have e knewlaedge of psychology
and an acqualntance with socialogy and ecology dooan't mean that we do
not still want tho epic battle-grounds to cover unis and/or othar uni-
varaesg, with the tremendous scop® and galaxy or universa=-wide battles
and strugcles wg used to get. Doc Smith has shown in the Lensmen ser-
ics that . this can be don2; Ven Vogt in the Xull-A guo put in lots of
the newer sciences of the mind, a3 wcll as the tramendous conccpts end
wide apread of confliet, ' -

I've talked with lots of fans from all over the country. 1'd say
that by conservative estimate at lszast 70% of thosa with whom I have
discussed this subjeot agrea with me -- they still went ths great Spzca
Operas, but brought up to date as te writing and charactzrizatvion, as
I havo mentioned above.



ralsev's "Founcdation® scri:s g4t a toush ol it.. " Heo covers the
82Ch. w i1 leughk, Yut siill thosz wonderful, wondarful gadj:ts ar:
s £ (he ssizntifically-trainsd RNaroas and villains who camz up
Wit Prrg-r 316 bauter weayeons cevery chapter; who go from a simple and
prinitivs szaca-ship with mayve a new opereting priaciple to largar,
Eiggzr .i¢ more complicated ships with greater end ever-moras-powarful
and wmez - rind-shakirg, thoughti-provoking, imaginecion-stredching w2ap-
ons anu ii:lce of protiasition -- age thosz arez tha things we want -- wo
miss tl-m! "

Th: elier entitizs, boti evil and favorable to men, who hinder cr
h2lp th: b re's quzst; the brilliaut conespts areamed up by tha auth-
ors, o1 n:W planets and suns and systems with aver-more-faneiful forms
of 1ile wiik ever and greatar powers and skills -- what delight to get
asquaine:d with them, ané to remzmbar them!

I'y: telk:d with many of tho authors, and they haven't run out of
ideas for chzse epics. It's just that they don't botkher writing tihem
tezaus: vii2y can'it sell such yarns if they do write them, not to maga-
zinzs of tl:e g=2nrae, a: least. And it taks=s a lot of brain-work just
to figur: out things of that nature, You ougit to see the pagas and
pages of mashemetiocal calsuleiions Doz Spith does in Tiguring out some
of his wondarful gadjets and worlds. ‘irenso, for instancs, required
the use of complex slide-rules and e wind-tunnsl -- a really big jot
of figuring to get it exectly anc mathematiiecally aeorreat,

Lzt's 211 of us who still love Spac: Op2ras start deluging the
eGitors with lztters aboui our love! Let ther lmow we still waat to
rzacd storizs of that type. rFoint out how the book-reprinis of. the 0ld-
$ima "“gr o% apies" arz sclling. Tell them 1i's all X by us if they
want th2ir writers to ring in th: newer scienceas. The haross oan ba
semantieally trainzd or Sosiologists or Zeologists or Bshaviorists or
Friudicins or anytaing the =ditor espescially dot:s on. But 12% tham at
Sie sonz i3 ba inventor-physieists or ochemists or sizotronicists waio
S-1 gG on -ad on :nd up and up into ths really mind~shaking hzights of
ingroaity in she maldng of biggsr &nd beliter gudjets, to eovar graatar
ené por: F.r-r-ashing distances ang seona.

Lei's hiva mor: galexy-wida smpires battling for what tazy fhink
is riszas, :zainst osvacr gulaxias from otazr dinansions or oth:ir uni-
varsss, wao uiiink opposiizly. L:t's gat some tramecdous weapons and
s2i:lds; planzt-shaking bYonbs amd/or rays or mre.ines thay change tae
1laus 0y orcinary natura $o do things not hitherio thoucht poasible.
L:t's s%-°0¢ eut with a rosxst ship and com: back witl: onz powir:d soue
way oY all tit: anerzy of btz wiole cosi10S.

L:i's hov: more Spac: Opsras! Bigger Sp.c: Operas; bicta:r Spoce
On°r2g) or? gigzantic ané gore imciinaiion-seretening Spaoca QOcz2ras! we
WaLu mer  vuonc wrfvl aliznsg, wivh great:r knowledgas -né sixills.

CCETE RS L SCOrSY Giv: us FOUZIR! Giv: us saything and evzryTairg
walte UZll saltirze our horizons ind strztel our iuwginziions!

=~ - = -3 - = [y
=) L6 Oufe? Opiras!
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All in all, Shaggy #16 appears to have been a well received is-
sue, We have a few letters to prove it, a complimentary review in
Ghaﬁles Lee Riddlel!s ellcellent Peon, and many verbal pats on the
back. .

But, dear reader, that is not enough for our greedy little souls,
Our eyes -have seen the glory of the coming ol the fan letter, and we
want MORE, }ORE, INORE § In order to induce some of you more lethar=-
gic fen, to get off your dead gluteus maxima we are offering a mint
copy of Robert Heinleinls #Sixth Column™ to the fan vwho sends in the
best letter-on this present issue of Shaggy. Not the letter with the
mest egoboo, mind you, but the letter wnich an imgartial board of
selaction w11l choose as best written, best thought out and riost con-
structive or critical.

Confidenticlly. the impartial board of:  selection will probably be
the editor of this issue and the next issue, and I have heard ugly
rumors thet they plan to send in letters themselves, But take a
chance anyway, won't you? There can always be a slip up in these
nactters, you knowv,

Alan Hershey-~-=-== -
and now, THE LETTERS: '
STAN WOOLSTON: Shangri-la cover 1s quite a painting, Perlhiaps the
most thought-proveoking thing is the phatoelike vividity of its repre=-
- -sentation--especially that "gignature® in stars. That would be scme-
ohing to see in the telescope -- gtars that spelled out the artist
vhat “made " them. Reminds me of several of my dreams -- of shky-
writing done by "nature" or scme omnipotent creature beyond.

T his issue is, typographically very vivids The covers help in
this, and that gray interior paper with the interesting stencil-work
for heading also. But' grey paper is less clear for the readers to
see, and for this reason I vas disappointed in its difference.

Surelt thot "Editorial? wasnt!t controversial. It reminded me
of one of the books of last year that nove been judged by printers,
et ceterz, as the best typographically ... a book oi poems was spaced
one four-line poem to a very larfe page, so tnat there was space to
igeparate” one idea from the next, and so avoid overlap as migsht oc=-
cur if the eye need only drop from one poam to ancther on the same
page, It!'s too bad the editorial didn't say anything.

Hoishey deserves his leading spot in the zine., The Campbell
magazine is, in several iways, an Yenginecering!" magazine ... it seenms
that authors take one theme and write a story for each of the possi-
blae twists that there could be -~ for aexcmple, note the "thinking
mechanoid® sgeries, Robots versus man. Pernaps it is inevitable
that an eli tor will vary from what 1s considered best by a large
nuntber of his readers, merely because many readers are being changed
in many ways: hnis own knowledge of science, his fiection and non-iice--
tion diet, his lave-~life. And others, Surely TWS and Startling have,
as a rule, a stronger human appeal than the technical Astounding.



Its been said many times that as time passes the type of science
fiction that 2 mapgazine must use must change, Thepretically it must
evolve from a simpler adventure theme to a more complex, perhavs nmore
accurate~to-~reality, story. Reality--1life as it is known today and -
may b e tomorrow~-is a sort of triple existance where the individual,
the small familiar group of the individuzl, and the individual against
the wider universe are intermingled. When there is too strong an eme
phasis on the plural side of existance the personality of any charaocter
is altered beyond coherency.

I still 1like Astounding. though, Sometimes I think my main- reason
for lik ing it is a sort of feeling that the stories are puzzles, in-
genuous but too=formal:to be real, like a crossword puzzle that has no
igirnificance,® And so many Astouncing tales are considered signifi-
cant. = laybe my sense of humor is warped a good deal,

Snag 16 I enjoyed, Many items appealed to the "cld fan" in me-- -
reminisces in things past and things reads In book reviews I prefer
the side=view to the direct glare, and tharefore the type that!s in
Shag met with my appiroval,. S -

JEAN MARSHALL: ilave just had the pleasure of devouring (avidly):
Shaggy lo. 16. You are to be congratulated for a very neat issue,
espec ially the beautiful lithographed covers and the glare-proof
paper. A- :

I am watching with some amusement the Earle--Princeton-Reader
feud, It seeans that lir, Princeton gets himself all unhappy about some
book or other, and then the readers get all unhappy about IMr. Princaton,
M Princeton has a skilful, appealing style of rwriting, whicin, to my
wvay of thinking, much surpassed the style of writing in the book he
reviewed,

I found the hook review by Dorothea Paulkner refreshingly short,
aptly phrased, and altogether delighiful, In fact, it left me with a
desire to read the book, which I probably shall.

The editorial ratea three cheers, three times over, HNever has it
been my pleasure o read sucn a short,sweet, and to-thewpoint editors
ial,.

All in a 11, Shaggy ilo., 16 is onse of the best Shagrys I have seen
to data, Once azain, congratuplations on a suell issue,

RICK SNEARY: As a minority report, let me say that while I loved
the cover, the grey paper read very poorly, ihy, I only reac my letter
6 times and the-words started blurring.

Alan Hershey is a rareity among fans, A Guy that only talks when
he has somethinz to say, To paraphrase Shakespeare "He hears, yet
says not much, but thinks the more®, Alen, along with Koenigsberg and
(hoh) Princaeton, are your best article writters, Hershey trites with
c¢learness and ability of a pro while Roenigsberg spouts flame and
eloquince in such a spectactular manper, that you enjoy reading it,
~even if you disagree with wvhat ‘has -been said.



WDMADNW 13Y CUPRSES MICIKAPPLEJUICE

Vhen you consider that, in the-usual run of adventure stories
(or any other kind, for that matter), a villain is generally a man
*with little or no patience, a burninz drive to get socmeplace over
somebody!s (preferably ther hero'!'s dead body, Ronnie is a rather
unusual villain, He is not only mot in ahurry, vut he has no ’
place to rgo. llo place that he wants to go, nothing he'd rather do,
novody he'd rather be, Souncs liite a very uninteresting cinaracter,
doesntt he? Ah, but wait--you haven't heard the hall of it yet.
fo return to the beginning--

It was a beautiful suwimer nighu, and the patio was half-lit in
the reflected moonlizite ASs he heard--or rather, felt~--{footsteps
annroaching, Ronnie darted cuickly under a small stone bench, peer-
ing anxiousiy out to see who was wandering around this tiue of night,
Presently the naster and mistress of the house came into view,

Ronnie erovded back even further under his bench. Tne master and
mistr ess did not lilte him, he reflected idly, so nec could lect then
alone, too., Ha only hoped they didn't ecatch sight of him.

T hey didnt't. They verce too busy discussing their daughter!s
current romance~=or perhups <eprecating would be a better word.
The master was growling about Tyoung wiinpersnappers® and the
Mistress was carefully dissecting tie young aman's looks, oducition,
manne rs, on d femily, She didn't leave much, wWhen you yoursclf noth
ask and answrer your own questions, you're not likely to run into
mueh opposition,

It had becn quitc sone time since the liistress had hac so litcle
onposition to iler disecting tendeacies, and it ratiaer went to nor
head. Pre sently sho turned towird ner cdeughter, and tried an
exmerinentz) slice lere anc thore., Tuis wns a little more trouwbdle,
since the dissectec Darts of tne daugirter must, naturally, derive
tiheir cefectivencss from tac l.aster. It was unthinkable that tha
sdstress hed contributec any undesirable strain co tie offsaring,

Thoe tirade froa tne iiastcr ran doinl and cawe to a serceching halt,
Witih unbelieving ecars ic listened to the liistress as sac recounted
Faults of wih ic he lmew niniself unblem:ished--and if he were immocent,
shen g0 was »is dausater,

About tiie tine the verbval orannisan reac¢hec its neijnt, Ronnwe
zaw two sanadows slip silently across tace lawn. He strugzled to keon
Son claking any neise, for ne know that it wes the deuvzitor and her
Suchw=ciscussed fianed en route Lo their clopenent. GOn tie odier
nand, he reflectced, any noise 20 would maka woulcd be well drovmod out
2y the argusicat, e

Ronnie waited 2 fow tense .oilicnts vntil the vibrations from tha
gngine of the car cawe to him, telling aim tuat the counle was safely
on its vay, icen, wxod 2 zroab surge, he leaped joyfully froam under
whe benche



The master and the ldstress heard tho car at the sama time that
thoy.saw Ronnie, Putting two and two togethar, the one fi:sure being
the no'se of the car enzire and the other the obvious joy in Ronnia!s
panney, tha Mlstrres ¢v ¢ oub with four and a half,

a¥on 1istlae vilT=2i04% ghe exelaimed, "If I thought you helped
them alcpis=™ zZng ot w2 toward 2oanie, her hand uplifted murdcerouslys
Trea 4% eofzrad sliviy o ker siage,

Afrer 221 et ety you do to a goldfish?

’
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